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THIS SERMON, preached and printed 
by their Command, is humbly dedicated, 


by 
Their moſt obedient, 


and moft humble Servant, 


CuTTs BARTON. 


Ps ALM civ. ver. 24. 


O Lord how manifold are thy Works ! In 2 ba Thou made 
them all. | 


MONG the various Reaſonings, and many nila In- ö 
A quiries concerning the Being and Attributes of God, ö | 


there ſeems to be no one Argument ſo clear and cogent, 
as that which is taken from the Frame and Formation of this 
World, the Beauty, the Order, and the Wiſdom ſhewn forth 1 in 
the Production of the Whole, and _— Part of it. 


This Argument has that ſingular Prevaakiohdy above all others, 7 
which are generally made uſe of upon this Subject, that it is | 1 
perfectly intelligible to the meaneſt Capacity; and yet at the ; ö 
ſame Time, is ſtrictly concluſive to Men of the NT — 1 4 
and moſt refined be | 


=1-19e; Paul V (whoſe Reaſonings are as good as thoſe of thi al 
Philoſophers) makes uſe of it as ſuch, in that Place of Scripture, 
where he ſays, That the inviſible Things of God, from the Cre- 
ation of the World, are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the 
Things that are made. i. e. From the Creation of the World, 
and the Things that are made in it, we may plainly ſee and un- 
B derſtand, 
am. * 20.1, |, 


( 2 1 | OT 
derſtand, that it muſt be the Work of an Allmighty, and Allwiſe, 
though inviſible Being. 


Ap I perſuade myſelf, this Argument will at laſt be found 
the ſtrongeſt that can be urged againſt the Subtleties and Subter- 
fuges of Atheiſm. 


ABSTRACTED Reaſonings are adapted to, and may be proper 
for few, and abſtracted Minds; but this is an Argument which 
any Underſtanding can perceive, and every unprejudiced Mind 
muſt feel the Force of. | 


We may here obſerve, as to that Doctrine which conſiders 
this World, and all Things in it as made by Chance, that it is ſo 
impudently abſurd, ſo plainly repugnant to common Senſe and 
Reaſon, that it has been long ſince given up by many of the an- 
tient, and moſt of the modern Pretenders to Atheiſm. 


Tux there muſt have been an original Cauſe of all Things is 
generally acknowledged ; but whether that Cauſe be an intelli- 
gent one, is the great Point in Queſtion between us and the 
Atheiſts : and it is of the greateſt Conſequence to fix and deter- 
mine it, ſince the great Doctrines of a Providence, and of a fu- 
ture State of Rewards and Puniſhments, and conſequently all our 
Obligations to Morality and a good Life, manifeſtly depend. 
upon it. n r N r "C6 N Sr 


Tux ableſt and moſt learned Author * that ever wrote upon 
this Subject, has owned that this Point, v/z. © that the firſt 
| « Cauſe 


* Vid. C“ Deitldiration, &c. 


II N 
* Cauſe muſt be an intelligent one, cannot be ſtriftly and proper- 


« ly demonſtrated a priori, becauſe we know not in what Intel- 


« ligence conſiſts; nor can we ſee the immediate and neceſſary 
*© Connettion of it with Self. exiſtence: But @ poſteriori, fays he, 


© almoſt every Thing in the World demonſtrates to us this great 


„Truth, and affords undeniable Arguments to prove, that the 
World, and all Things in it, are the Effects of an intelligent 
and knowing Cauſe.“ 


LET us therefore proceed in this Manner, to reaſon from the 
Effects to the Cauſe; which indeed, conſidering the narrow 


Boundaries of our Underſtandings, particularly our Ignorance of 


firſt Cauſes, is almoſt the only Way that we have of Reaſoning. 


And if we proceed in this Method, viz. to reaſon from the 
Works of Nature, to the Author of it; we ſhall meet with the 


moſt indiſputable Proofs, that he is not only an intelligent, but 
a Being of infinite Knowledge, and boundleſs Wiſdom. 


Tus is a Truth which has grown with the World The 
more it has been ſearched into, the plainer it has appeared: 
The Inquiries and Diſcoveries of every Age have added to, and 


confirmed it; and we have reaſon to think, from the Diſco- 
veries that have been made, that the Inquiries of every ſucceed- 


ing Age will {till add to it, in an almoſt infinite Progreſſion. 


Ir many Ages ago, when the Knowledge of Aſtronomy was 


but dark and imperfect, Tully could fay * © that whoever ſaw” 
ce the admirable Order, and the incredible Conſtancy of the 


« Heavenly Motions, without conſidering them as governed 
B 2 « and 


Vid. Cicero De Natura Deorum. 


— — — — — 


| 
| 
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„ and directed by an Heavenly Intelligence, 1s ipſe mentis ex- 


% pers babendus eft*.” 


Ir ſuch a one had lived in later Ages, and been acquainted. 


with the Diſcoveries which have been made by a Britiſh Philo- 


ſopher (a much greater than either Greece or Rome could boaſt 
of) how ſtrongly would he have been confirmed in his Opinion; 
how much more ſtrongly would he have enforced every Argu- 
ment he had made uſe of in Support of it. 1 


Again, if Galen +, in the Age he lived in, could diſcern and 
declare that there muſt be a God, from the Marks of Wiſdom 
ſo plainly diſcernible in the Formation of Man; how ſtrongly 
muſt this. Argument be confirmed and enforced, by the ſur- 


prizing Diſcoveries. that have been made of late Years in Ana- 


tomy. They are indeed ſurprizing, and infinitely ſuperior to 
thoſe of his Time.—I would not be thought to derogate from 
the Character of ſo venerable a Name; but it is well known 
in this Aſſembly, that his Eminence was in a great Degree 
owing to his ſtanding, in a manner, alone in the Profeſſion ;, 
and that he became conſpicuous to Fame and Futurity, by hav- 
ing neither Rivals or Equals, Much otherwiſe is the Caſe in the 
preſent Age, wherein none will ambitiouſly claim a Pre-emi- 
nence to Galen, becauſc there are ſo many. that have a Right to it. 


AND 
Nec vero quiſquam alitry arbitrari poteſt, niſi qui nullam vim cœleſtem exifti- 
mat, Numenve divinum : quem neque fol ille, nec Cali, Signorumque motus, nec 


viciſſitudines rerum, atque ordines movent. Eſt, Eſt profetto illa vis: neque in his 
Corporibus, atque in hac imbecillitate noſtrd ineſt quiddam quod vigeat, & ſentiat, 


& non ineſt in hoc tanto nature, tam præclaro motu. 


Cicero Orat. pro T. A Milone, 
+, Galen, de uſu Part. 
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Direction of our pious and learned Benefactor, to purſue this 


Argument, .and to ſet forth the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of God, 
in the Formation of Man. 


Bur how ſhall I preſume, before this Audience, to enter 
upon this Subject, on which I want all that Knowledge which 


they poſſeſs! Can I explain to them what they underſtand ſo 


much better than myſelf; or what can I add to a Topic that. 


has been already ſo largely expatiated upon, and fo thoroughly 


exhauſted by abler Men*, who have gone before me in this. 


Office? 


Gi me leave then rather to prove and ſupport the Point 


I have undertaken, viz. That the Author of all Things muſt be 


an intelligent Being, from ſome Reflections and Inductions that 


may be made from the Faculties of the human Soul. 


Tur Man. is capable of Thought is a Poſition, that I be- 


lieve the Free-thinker will allow me. The moſt obſtinate 


Atheiſt cannot deny that he is poſſeſſed of Conſciouſneſs, Per- 


ception, and Intelligence. I only then aſk, how came he by 
it? Can there be an Effect without a Cauſe? Or can a Cauſe 
give more than it has in itſelf? If it can, that Perfection or 


Quality, let it be whatever it will, muſt ariſe abſolutely out of 


nothing; which is a downright Contradiction. 


Ir we were to allow the Atheiſt that moſt abſurd of all 
Suppoſitions, viz. that Thought is nothing. elſe but Figure. 
=” and 


* Vid, Dr. Hales's, and other Sermons on this Subject. 


ANp this would now lead me, according to the Will and : 


— 
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11 
and Motion, it would not help him in this Caſe; for ſtill the 
ſame Queſtion recurs, viz. How came he by it? He could re- 


ceive it only from the Author of his Being, who never could 
beſtow it on him, unleſs he had it in himſelf. 


 THr1s ſhort Argument may be ſufficient to demonſtrate, 4 
poſteriori, that the Author of Nature muſt be an intelligent 
Being: And if he be an intelligent Being, he muſt be Allwiſe: 
If he knows any thing, he muſt know every thing: For he 
who made all Things, muſt know all Things that can be 
| known, The original ſole Author and Creator of this World, 
from whom all Things received their Beings, Powers, and Fa- 
culties, muſt know all their Conſtitutions, Variations, Diſpo- 
ſitions, and Abilities, He muſt take in, in one boundleſs View, 
all the Eſſences, Actions, Events, and Poſſibilities in Nature. 
For if God has Knowledge, his Omnipreſence muſt make it 
infinite, Wherever he is, he muſt ſee and know every Thing, 
even to the inmoſt Thoughts of our Breaſt. His Omnipotence 
likewiſe, by which he made all Things, muſt give him at 
once an Infight into the Eſſences, real Conſtitutions, and Powers 

of every Thing that exiſts, 


THe ſame will appear juſt as clearly (perhaps to our common 
Apprehenſions more clearly) if we argue from the Works of 
Nature, to the Author of it. Is it poſſible to contemplate 
upon them with any the leaſt Degree of Attention, and not 
cry out with the Pſalmiſt in my Text, O Lord how manifold 
are thy Works! In Wiſdom haſt thou made them all. They are 
all of them equally the Objects of Admiration, even to Amaze- 

| I ment, 


E FJ 


ment. The Formation, even of the legt Animal, is juſt as 


aſtoniſhing as that of the greateſt: There is nothing wanting; 
nothing ſuperfluous in their whole Contexture : Every Part and 
Particle has its Purpoſe; and points to ſome End for- which it 
was firſt made and intended. How poor and periſhable are all 
the Products of human Art, how imperfect, when compared 


with the moſt common Production of Nature! which all the 
Art of Man could never imitate to any tolerable Degree: And 


yet if the little Eſſays of human Induſtry prove Man to be an 
Intelligent Creature, ſhall not the immenſe, and ſtupendous 
Formation of the Univerſe, be the moſt convincing Argument, 
that he who made it, muſt have in himſelf all the Treaſures 
of Wiſdom * : and all of them have been opened and diſplayed 
in the Creation of even this ſublunary World, 


Ir would be entering upon a boundleſs Field It would be 


an endleſs, and certainly before this Audience, an uſeleſs Taſk: 
to particularize this in every Part, both of the Animate, and' 
Inanimate Creation—to ſhew the Order, the Beauty, the Har- 
mony, the mutual Dependance which they have upon, and 
the mutual Support which they give to each other. —The 
more this has been inquired into, the more plainly it appears. 
It is a Truth, in a manner, ſelf-evident, and therefore need- 
not be further inſiſted on. 


Be it only obſerved, that this Argument has of itſelf already | 


reduced Atheiſm to the higheſt Abſurdity. It has compelled 
all the Proſeſſors of it, to a Neceſſity of abſolutely denyibg all. 


final | 


Col ü. 3. 


j—— m,. ͤ 


„ 
final Cauſes— Of treating them as human Fictions, the Effects 
of nothing but Ignorance and Superſtition. 


Tuls has been the conſtant, invariable Tenet of them all *; 
they have ſtrongly aſſerted it, even from the early Lucretius, 
to the later, though no leſs Atheiſtical Sp:znoſa. And when 
Men are come to this Paſs, when they can openly ſay, as they 
have in expreſs Words—That Eyes were not made to ſee with, 
or Feet to walk with; that the Sun was not made to lighten 
us, nor the Earth to ſuſtain us, it really ſeems a Folly to 
reaſon with them any longer. Theſe are the boaſted Philo- 
ſophers, theſe are they who ſay, 1s there * in the 
moſt High ? 


Bur ſurely we may ſay of them, as St. Paul does, profe/- 
ing themſelves wiſe, they are become Fools t. To deny that 
as there 


| ® Tg& rag 1b arayun; ανντνιν,,, TE5 H iumeroVies chrig, emmnoiies mes T6 d] vg 
& youPius That, nas gn Te To Nat THY Teopry. OH,, ff xa mgi TW GMAwv 
- queer, e Soars Feuer Swrelexacs vb iure Ariflot. Phy/. Lib. II. C. 8. 


Lumina ne facias oculorum clara creata 
Perſpicere ut poſſimus. 

Nec fuit ante, videre oculorum Lumina nata 
Et omnia denique membra, 


Haud igitur potuere utendi creſcere Cauſd. 


* p. 367. Lamb. 


e Finem nullum ſibi pre . babere, & omnes Cauſas Finales, nibil nifi 
Humana Figmenta eſe. 


; Deridendi funt qui oculos ad videndum, Solem a7 illuminandum eſſe credunt. 
Spinoſa, Append. ad Fe” 36. 


+ Pfalm Ixxiii. 1 1. ; 1 Rom. i. 22, 


1 

there is any Art, Intention, or Contrivance in thoſe Works, 
in which there appears, even to our outward Senſes, the moſt 
perfect Degree of Wiſdom, argues ſuch a Share of Blindneſs, 
Obſtinacy, and Perverſeneſs, that ſuch Men may be looked 
upon as paſt Conviction, and put out of the Reach of Rea- 
ſon and Argument. 


LET us then leave them, to employ ourſelves in meditating 
further on the Perfections of God, which he has ſhewn forth in 
the Cyeation of the World. In the Purſuit of which we ſhall 
find not only that boundleſs Wiſdom which aſtoniſhes us; 
but that infinite Goodneſs which engages our Love, and com- 
mands our Obedience, 


I'T is this Attribute of God, which gives us the moſt ami- 
able View of him, and lays the Foundation: of all true Reli- 
gion. We might dread his Power, and revere. his Wiſdom ; 
but it is his Goodneſs, his Love to his Creatures, his Con- 
cern for their Welfare, his perpetual Protection, and Proviſion 
for them, that teaches them to look upon him as' their Friend, 
their Benefactor, and their Father. And this muſt naturally 
raiſe in them that Love of him, that Return of duteous Af- 
ſection, which alone can make Religion a chearful, an eaſy, 
and an acceptable Service, | 88 


Go b, who is in himſelf infinitely perfect, and infinitely 
happy, could never have made any Creatures at all, but with 
2 Deſign of communicating Happineſs to them according to 

C 1 
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"the Difference of their Capacitics, and the Variety of their 
Natures, 


As to his conſtant Care and. Proviſion for them, may ER 
not well ſay with the Plalmiſt *, Who can expreſs the noble Atts 
of tre Lord, or fhew forth all bis Praiſe ? 


BEHOL D the Beaſts of the Field, and the Fowls of the 
Air—Theſe all wait upon thee, O Lord, that thou mayeſt give 
them their Meat in due Seaſon.—Thou openeſt thy Hand, (thine 
all bounteous Hand) and they are filled with God . 


As to Man, thou madeſt him little lower than the Angels, 
and crowneſt him with Glory, and Honour t. And ſhall Man 
be the only one of thy Creatures that ſhall ſo far debaſe his 
Nature, as not to acknowledge thy Wiſdom, and return thee 
the moſt grateful Praiſes and Thankſgivings, for thine infinite 
Goodneſs to him! No, ſurely we cannot meditate on the ma- 
nifold Loving-kindneſſes of God, without the utmoſt Rap- 
ture of Devotion, even that of the Royal Pſalmiſt, Prazſe 

the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is within me praiſe his Holy 
Name. Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and forget not all his Be- 


nefits ||. 


O hear ye this all ye People, ponder it with your Ears, all ye 
that dwell in the World: O praiſe the Lord with me, and let us 


magnify his Name together 8. 
Bur 


Pſalm evi.'2. + Ibid. civ, 10, 11. 27, 28. 1 Ibid. vii. 5. I Ibid: 
ci. 1, 2. Ibid, Xxxiv. 3. | 


4 4 


Bo r before I conclude, give me Leave to make ſome prac- 
tical Inferences from what has been ſaid. 


IN the firſt Place, when we conſider and meditate upon 
the infinite Wiſdom of God-—Let it teach us the profoundeſt 
Humility : Let it make us cautious, and modeſt in our Rea- 
ſonings, and not over-haſty in our Concluſions on the Ways 
of Providence, on the Works of the Creation, | | 


As to the Cavillers and Diſputers of this World, it may 
be truly of even 1:0 moſt learned among them, that they 
know Vit 11 61, hey fee but in Part; and thus as through 
a Gluls wvariy®, can only diſcern the Outſide of Things. 
They know nothing of their real internal Eſſences, which are 
knowa ouly to that Power which firſt conſtituted and appoint- 
ed them, How then ſhould they reaſon upon the whole ? 
Is it not contrary to all the Rules of Logick, and Reaſon, to 
make clear and certain Concluſions, from dark and uncertain 
Premiſes? Let them rather follow the Direction of the wiſe 
Son of Sirach, Seek not out the Things that are too hard for 
thee, neither ſearch the Things that are above thy Strength. 
But what is commanded thee, think thereupon with Reverence; 
for it is not needful for thee to ſee with thine Eyes the Things | 
that are in ſecret ; and more Things are ſhewed unto thee than 
Men underſtand. For many are deceived with their own vain 
Opinion, and an evil Suſpicion hath overthrown their Judg- 
ment. Say not therefore unto thyſelf—What is this—and 

C 2 where- 


t 
* 1 Cor. xiii. 6. + Eccleſiaſticus, iii. 21, 22, 23, 24. 


1 
whereſore is that? ſince / the Works of the Lord are 709d, and 
in Wiſdom has be made them all. 


How does the higheſt Degree of human Knowledge va- 
niſh away, and ſhrink to nothing, when it would extend it- 
ſeit to the Univerſe! 


THERE is not only the higheſt Preſumption, but the ex- 
tremeſt Folly in it, when it would erect itſelf againſt the Works 
of the Almighty; For who can declare the Works of his 
Juſtice and Wiſdom ; and who is able to conceive his Ways . 
But let not this diſcourage the Zeal, or ſlacken the Induſtry 
of good Men, in purſuing thoſe Inquiries, which tend to diſ- 
play the Wiſdom of their great Creator; and to vindicate the 
99 of God to Man. 


As to the Objections which the antient Philoſophers made 
to the Formation of the World, we are now able to ſhew 
that they were founded on nothing but their Ignorance. 


THe Parts which they objected to, as deformed and imper- 
fet, have been ſince found out to be highly uſeful, and benefi- 
cial to Mankind ꝓ.— To inſtance their Ignorance but in one Par- 
ticular— Thoſe Parts of the Globe, which they ſuppoſed to be 


uninhabitable and burnt up by the Proximity of the Sun, 
have 


8 Keckfiafticus, xxxix. 16, 17. + Ibid xvi, 20. 22. 
? The Inequality of the Mountains, _— which we ſhould have had 
neither Rain, nor Rivers, 


is 1 
have been fince found out to be very fertile, and full of Inha- 
bitants . | 


Bur enough has been ſaid to ſhew the Folly and Ignorance of 
Atheiſm,—Let us make a right Uſe of the Knowledge which 
the Study and Sagacity of later Ages has produced among us. 
Let it all, of whatever Sort it be, be employed to the Glory of 
God, and the Promotion of true Religion. Superior Knowledge 
has indeed a natural Obligation to ſuperior Goodneſs, and Holi- 
neſs of Life. It may be ſaid indeed particularly, that the Fa- 
culty of Phyſick will ſupply the Mind with many ſerious and 
religious Suggeſtions, Thoſe who know beſt the exquiſite, and 
admirable Formation of the Human Body, ſhould be the firſt 
and the forwardeſt in praiſing, and adoring the Maker, and 
Contriver of it, Thoſe who have looked the moſt narrowly 
into the Avenues of Life and Death, who know the frail, as 
well as fine Contexture of the Human Body, and by how many 
Accidents it is liable, every Moment to be diſſolved and de- 
ſtroyed, ſhould, one would think, live with the utmoſt Cir- 
cumſpection, and Watchfulneſs, as they are the beſt Judges of 
the Uncertainty of Life. Even the daily Objects of Mortality, 
their almoſt Familiarity with Death, ſhould ſo awaken, alarm, 
and put them upon their Guard, that it ſhould never ſurprize 


them 
+ Puinque tenent Calum Zone : quarum una Ceruſco 


Semper ſole rubens -& torrida ſemper ab igni, 
| Virg. Georg. I. 
Duarum que media eft, non eft habitabilis æſtu, 


Non. illic colit arva Deus Bacchuſue, Cereſve, 
Nulla nec exuſtas habitant animalia Partes. 


Ovid Metam, 
It is ſurprizing that Virgil and Ovid ſhould have written _ after the Romans 
4 made Conqueſts and Settlements in Africa. 


| 4 1) 
them at a Day when it was not expected, or an Hour in which 
they were not prepared for it. 


'LasTLy, their Obſervations on the Goodneſs and Benevo- 
lence of God, ſhould teach them to imitate him, as far as hu- 
man Infirmity will permit, in that glorious Perfection. What a 
Field for Charity and Beneficence does a proper Knowledge i in 
this moſt uſeful, and neceſſary Profeſſion lay open to them? 
What an Opportunity have ey of ſerving and aſſiſting Man- 
kind, who by their Care and Attention can many times relieve 

them from thoſe two great Terrors of human Life, Sickneſs, 
and Death. 


Bu T there is no Occaſion for many Arguments to perſuade 
thoſe of this Profeſſion, to a charitable Exerciſe of their Skill 
and Abilities. The tender Care, the difinter-Fed Attendance 
on our publick Hoſpitals, ſhews an Exhortation of this Sort to 
be unneceſſary. 


YouR generous Aſſiſtance upon every charitable Occaſion, 
rather deſerves my Praiſe, than wanis my Inſtructions ; and is 
juſtly entitled to that Tribute of E¹U, which the wife Son 
of Sirach aſſures us to be due unto the Phyſician *. 


LET me ſay but a few Words, to encourage you to a Perſe- 
verance in this good Work, and that is by an Example, which 
is beyond all the Words that can be ſaid the Example of our 

great Lord and Maſter, who went about doing good, and heal- 


ing 


* Ecclchaſticus xxxviii. 1. 


WE 
ing all manner of Diſeaſes. Animated by this Example, may 
ye go on in theſe good Works; and ye ſhall receive your ever: 
laſting Recompence for them hereafter, even in that Day, when 
Chriſt, the Judge of all Men, ſhall look upon them, and re- 
ward them as done unto himſelf, 


To Him, with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed © 
all Honour and Glory, now, and for evermore, 
AME N. 


111 23 


as 


— . 


